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2010 Museum Lecture Series and 80th Anniversary 
 
Dr Jennifer Ballantine Perera will be giving the next lecture in the Gibraltar Museum 
series next Wednesday 21st April, entitled: 
 
 “The Calpe Hunt, the Governor, and the Gibraltar Museum” 
 
General Sir Alexander Godley was installed as Governor and Commander-in-Chief of 
Gibraltar on the morning of the 16th October 1928. He replaced General Sir Charles 
Monroe who had, by all accounts, been a popular Governor. However, from Godley’s 
opening address we gather that he arrived at Gibraltar with a reforming mission, one 
that would ‘help to restore [Gibraltar] to its prosperity which’, he was sorry to hear, 
‘had been showing signs of waning’.  Godley spoke of his admiration for Empire and 
for the people of the colonies and it was clear that he was about to embark on a 
mission that would bring about change in Gibraltar.  
 
It was upon his initiative, and only after nine months in office, that the Gibraltar 
Society was launched on 30th July 1929, the main objectives of which were to assist 
the Government in the establishment of a museum, which opened a year later in 
1930. And it is this very museum that this series of lectures commemorates, but the 
changes that Godley was to initiate went beyond the museum and Godley already 
had his reforming eye on the Royal Calpe Hunt, originally founded in 1812.  
 
Jennifer Ballantine Perera tells the fascinating story of conflict that unfolds as a 
result... 

 
The lecture will take place at the John Mackintosh Hall, commencing at 2030 hours. 
All lectures are open to the public and are free of charge.  
 
 
 
 
 
Note to Editors: For further information please contact Marie Mosquera at the 
Gibraltar Museum on 200 74289. Alternatively, email: museumpr@gibraltar.gi 
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